Informing buitders, cnﬂe'nﬁlnéars, and homeowmecs aboutcra space s

Moisture Results

Crawl Space Mold and Moisture Problems

Building mold has emerged as & major s5ue lor the entire home
muilding industry. The issue slems from thousands of insurance
claims and lawsulls, inclading successiul, mutti-million doliar set-
llements, that identily bullding mald as a health problem far ten-
ants and homeowners.

Crawlspaces fitted with traditional foundation vents {wall vented)
are particularty wilnerable to moisture and mold probiems. Typical

problems faund in wall vented crawlspaces include:

®  Sanding waler an fop of ground poly

B ‘Water condensalion droplets on cold water plpes and duct-

wirk
B Muddy soll
m  Siained walls from waler penefration and elilorescence
B et fleor batt insutation and or 1allen batls

| Visithe mold blogms

Ongaoing dampress encourages mold blooms Lo grow in crawl-
spaces, Crawlspace maold readily grows on The wood joists, sills,
support beams and subfinoring. Generally these are surface
molds {common  crawlspace malds  include  Aspergillus,
Penicilium and Cladosporium]. ok coverage ranges trom lighnl
spatling lo thick mald blooms thal cover large surface aneas.

Crawl spaces in the southeast, the Gull Coast slates and north-
wes! regions are mogl prone 1o surlace mald problems, This iz
bacauss during rainy and humid weather, wall vented crawl

spaces oflen stay damp with relative humidity above 70 percent
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for long periods al tme. When this happens, ihe excess moisiure

BNCOLTages mald 1o grow an Lhe wood and on any alnar -.'.I'QE.I':E:

cn &5 cardboard, dusl, and papar-faced 5

Crawispace mold 35 most readity noliced whan il graws on the figor

joists and joist baams but it alse grows on the ground surace, in

d dus), and on plumbing lines and HVAD ductwork, During
gconsiruciion, 25 soon 25 the subileanng is installed, a crawlspace
can lrap edcess meislure and slar orowing meld even betore the
construclicen of the house iz linishad. Now that masl homes are air

conditioned, the crawispace mol problem has worsened.

Crawlspace moisture readity condenses on cold Hoor framing and

guclwad in air conditionad hiomes.

Cantinuad gn pege 2,

A too common sights darge peadies collect on lop of the groung

paly vapor barrias, Unnl these pucdies avaporars, this craw

will maintgin high relalive humidity e

growing,

Advanced Energy -







