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       BioBased Systems and Heifer International
                         “It’s a Green Thing”
Upon walking into the new Heifer International Headquarters it may seem like any other large business building in downtown Little Rock, Arkansas.  However, this newly constructed building is actually very unique. Heifer International has incorporated its philosophy of “Ending Hunger, and Caring for the Earth” into its new headquarters.  Heifer International Headquarters is located at 1015 Louisiana Street in Little Rock, Arkansas adjacent to the Clinton Presidential Library and Park.  Every aspect of the new building and the 26 acres that it sits on was made with Heifer’s environmental values in mind. “If we’re going to have a lasting impact on ending world hunger, then everything we do must renew the earth and not deplete it,” said Jo Luck, Heifer’s president and CEO. 

Luck’s motto of renewing and not depleting the earth can be seen in every aspect of the new headquarters.  First, the dirty site or “brown field” was turned into a wetland that collects, stores, and reuses groundwater.  The gravel parts of the new parking lot are permeable, and allow more groundwater to be collect and reused. Next, the resources from the abandoned buildings on site, including but not limited to bricks and steel, were recycled and reused in Heifer’s new building.  The water tower collects rainwater, which is then used within the building.  To help keep energy costs low the building has a “glass skin” that facilitates the use of more natural sunlight, and light shelves help to keep the building at a comfortable temperature year round.
Among the building’s many environmentally responsible attributes, Heifer’s choice of insulation for the new headquarters stands apart from the rest.  Heifer International chose BioBased Systems (located in Rogers, AR) to install the insulation for the new headquarters.  BioBased Insulation is the only truly “green” insulation on the market, and it can lower a building’s energy costs by up to 50 percent.  Once applied, the soy-based spray foam insulation expands to 100 times its original size, and fills every crack, crevice, and gap in the construction.  
Not only did BioBased Systems spray the insulation for the new building, they aided Heifer in its quest for LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) accreditation. LEED emphasizes modern strategies for sustainable site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality.  There are several different credits that a company can receive for building environmentally responsible structures.  BioBased helped Heifer acquire 16 points for its LEED accreditation, which classifies the new headquarter as a sustainable site.   The credits can be viewed on the BioBased Systems website at www.biobased.net.  
The first of the LEED Energy and Atmosphere credits was actually a prerequisite that required that a building comply with strict ASHRAE/IESNA standards, which mainly consists of having a superior energy performance.  The BioBased foam insulation coupled with the other energy saving techniques allowed Heifer to achieve this prerequisite.  Credit 1 requires that a building optimize its energy performance.  This was attained in part because BioBased foam insulation can reduce a building’s energy cost by up to 50 percent, and it allows the HVAC to be downsized by about 30 percent.  Credit 2 of LEED’s Materials and Resources qualifications involves construction waste management.  BioBased helped to accomplish this because its foam insulation can be applied in the exact quantity needed, and therefore has very minimal waste.  BioBased Systems location in Rogers, Arkansas played a part in aiding Heifer reach Credit 5.  Credit 5 states that a building’s materials must be manufactured within a 500 mile radius of the construction site, and Rogers, Arkansas falls within that radius.  Credit 6 involves the use of rapidly renewable products for 5 percent of the building materials that are used for a product.  BioBased System’s soy-based foam insulation and the recycled bamboo flooring allowed Heifer to accomplish Credit 6.  The light shelves together with the BioBased insulation allowed Heifer to attain LEED’s Credit 7 of the Indoor Environmental Quality category.  This credit requires that a building have a thermally comfortable environment that supports the productivity and well being of the building’s occupants.  BioBased foam insulation helps to control humidity and eliminates random outside air infiltration, because of its ability to expand and form a stronger barrier from the outside elements.  Credit 1 of LEED’s Innovation and Design Process provides special recognition for projects that perform above the high standards that LEED sets.  BioBased helped Heifer to acquire this credit in three ways.  First, BioBased’s spray foam insulation is able to be installed in hard to reach places that most insulation can not.  Second, BioBased insulation is unique in its outstanding ability to control sound, which provides a more productive work environment.  Lastly, unlike other insulation, BioBased is guaranteed to perform at full capacity for the life of the building.
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